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Although parts of this narrative are based on real 
people, places and events, it has been conceived as a 
work of fiction. 
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in reply to -toe 368 
run •taysjef set- by 
Pakistan at -fke Nekru 
StadiuM Were today- 
This Signals their 

exit* ffoM... v 





'•• And novy, brothers 
and ys\w$, os a 
part" of our 
Republics day 
celebration, I have 
the honour of... 


.!we(coMing ^re a 
Man of dynamic vision 
an energetic leader wko 
5/Mbolize* the spirit- of 
youthful optiMisM That 
k we'^e ac*tt\erfed ke/e 
-fo celebrate^^ 


Mr. kkapi K. Sbja' 

Ike honourable Minister 
of Sport* and youtk affair*, 
wko Was kindly coasted 
To afoot this occasion 
with one of his rare 

^ ^b (»c appearances^^ 



am ... "Thank- you - er- MiShl?*) 
iends, today is a day of pricfe 
of us, -for if Marks The. ^ 
dory of our patriotic. *5 

^forces c>ver Colonial ^3^ 
. oppression / 
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Tfter\ wky, Many distract 

people Wave been asking/ 
Mo we perform *o badly 

at international 5 port* . f 
coMpeHFicmsX Indeed, it* 
$o skaMefvl, it's 
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Is Minister^ 
Sj>or+Sy X COKS&t 

if mv <toty ^ <*o 

SoMeW'wj oloooX 
ftte sod state of 
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So. on this historic ^x 

occasion, I urgent people- 
of M( ^reat coon try 
not fo despair*— ^ 
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. *:• '/ iljf-i fill/A 
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We kav& a 

tradition of victory 

fkaf go# back ii to 
the Vedas / 
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*£ carry on this 
great kerifage, we 
kave already drawn 
up project proposals 

■fbr -Hie iMport of 
sophisticated 
ooMp^Fers »/• 


wkick ■ will ensyre victoria, not only 
:ricket“, bvt fk hockey and football 

as wel I / 
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.Ya^ kear zkaT, 
5 ka(a ^karkar hath a 
5 k-skolv 5 kion foC 
every 5 kin^' 
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we're a pro- 


leaskt were 
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We kai/e Met" all tke 

IMF' conditionalities , 
and Many foreign 

are keen 

io give vs aid fbc 
tkiSMulfi 'Mill ion 

do Ha/' 

project/ 


I heard tkat/ 

Vouna Man / _ 
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x^M/e do not Fake ki^ly-to 

di$Mi$sive remarks being 
c^NMo^e aboOt waiters of vwHonaf 
fSC\MBoH«»iefc — e 5 p«sially w(,e« H^! 
£ 7 ??^) are M«^e by Misgui^e«A 5 °fjn' l! 

like You/ f rf i)- 




^7/WkMt 

& W l wb bisK ! 


MM: 




4 






A useless foc\o\o$f 
graduate , In any 
1 case / What do you 
know About running 

the ftafton ? 



today, we are a. 

backward. country 
because of people like 

you - who don't under- 
stand progress/ 


Unfortunate!/ for you, we have al^dy entered 
the fast -hack of development. There If no 
stopping U5 now, as we plunge headlong 
_ into the twenty ptef century / 



WWI! 
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Think of If / Wfe We sent up 
satellites Into space, established 
research stations on Antarctica. 
We are building the largest 
daMS, the latest nuclear 
reactors . . . 



We are revolutionising 

agriculture, we 


Hello, P evdas? What* 
was that -fancy thing 
I inaugurated the other 


Mot the barbie doll 
Manufacturing plant, 

you “idiot/ ...What? 

••Yes, that s it/ 

£ay that again?Y@ 





Very impressive I 
gut then I keep 
hearing of people 
who are hungry, 
jobless-, illiterate 












- Sfcai vt 
hr oehind in 


global race! 


Ir\ any case, its only a question cf 

tiMe I Y>u s*y they nee4 food 
and water? We' (l give- fheM potato 
rkips and PepsiCo la... g&tftefr / 


Unbelievable, f 


/«''■ .*:< '• -jv 





Wow, now 
young Man - 1 

Suggest you wake 
up to real ity, . 


let 's face facts 
you hail f tdm a. 
rather average 
&Mily... Neither 
influence nor 
Money to back 



ReMe^ber, be world is 

a getting bigger, 

foster / better 
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Mot" particularly brilliant 
in your studies either 



You'll better pull up your socks 
and shxrt" being the l ine^^ 


Your future prospects don't 
fook very brig kt, do they 7 
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Goo A 
Morning/ 




Wake up, Vishnu/ You 
don't want to be late 
-ft? work on the first da 
of your career 

a journalist, 












This is the story of a river. 

But a story itself is a river. A river that welled up from the underground of 
human consciousness, and flowed over the slopes and plains of human 
memory; twisting, meandering, almost as if trying to trace the million 
different contours of the words with which it was formed. 


Endlessly moulding the terrains of experience and skill (which is just 
memory made physical) it carved mighty valleys in which civilizations 
could take birth and flower, drawing nourishment from its life giving 
waters. 


Generation after generation, the riverhas constantly replenished itselfwith 

new meanings, contemporary symbols... and all this it has taken, genera- 
tion after generation, to that infinite sea we call external reality (which is 
beyond comprehension or explanation). And yet, for all of humanity it has 
been the only way to interpret and give meaning to the cosmos. 



If there were no rivers, perhaps there would have been no human society. 


To begin at the beginning then, is to journey to the river’s source — to the 
story of the ‘original inhabitant’... the adi-vasi. 





Part I : THE SPRING 


KUJUM CHANT 1/ 





I aM Mal^u aa yarv 
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wisdoM 
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Orv My tongue, I have God's wisdoM, 
Oh my lap, I have a ra.ngai ... 
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. . . I will sing to you the song of all 
existence/ 5o (isf^A well... 
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. . One day, it occurred 
toKujUM Gkanfu that 
if she ever got up 

and walked about, 
everyone would fall 

off and be killed. 
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5ke decided to Make a world for kuMams to liveoA 


..rubbed 5oMe dirt 
off ker cke5t and 
*ka.ped it Kneaded 
it, squeezed it and 
patted it... 
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...Made a world 
full of pits and holes, 
projection* and 
distortions... 
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5wootU in 5oMe 
places, rough in 
other*, and 
held it in the 
palM of ker hand, 

well pleased... 
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I kave Made the 
world,but <ti barren. 
How shall I give it , 

life? " 
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J&M 


5o she Made trees, 
shrubs and grasses and 
planted theM / 
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^^^pcautiful looks 
My world . &ut what 
5Ka.ll be the creatures 
to inhabit if? 
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5he T^ok *oMe clay and 
started shaping ...skaped 

soMe lizards . Made soMe 
tigers and bears. Made 
snakes and _ 
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...All kinds of creature 5 5ke skaped. To put blood into 


all of tkeM, ske planted a garden.... 


•• • 


.Part of -fkis garden was for us KuMans. 

This was the garden ot jwa.r. 5Y& qave breasts 
to tWe juvar. If is is why if we don't tot juvar, our blood 
For livestock, there was the garden ot jinjivi cyan . Ske gave 
too. So the livestock also caMfc to have blood. 


dries up. 
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F or lizards, there was the brown- coloured benga/r 
pkoof. For snakes, the n/npAa/ tree with its 

poisonous flowers of blue and yellow... 





And so, the entire world, with 
all its creatures, with enough 
food in it for all, she created 
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^ We - cuh fa 0 '*~ bq + boos^ 

_l0f%e''° re -fy e li 0 \\o^ s ^ 

J^ 0 ' %e- dwarf ~ ^ afA boosr^. 
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I need, ft) — 
um - interview 
you for 
article*. 




Well, I'm. wrifing fo 
My news paper abou 
[Migrant worker*. 


About people- wko 

com {0 -Hne citfe* 
froM. fkeir village* f&j 

-vfind work- like /ot> 


Ok, btrf fkere ore M4*y 
Many svck people in I 
My fash' itself • 1 
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r know... any now, 
you are a good 
person fo sfarf ^ 

witk* 

~^) JTveryweli, 8 h*i . 

// \ Will -fkey put My 
1/ ( pkofo af*o? 


Ur's pretend I don't- fcnoi/ 
anyfUi ng about you except 
of course tM you're odivasi, 
and kave lived in the city 
for Many year*, workuy&a 
servant - ri 4 Kt 
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Yes, we kave lived 
kere as poor people. 

£ven My oki/dren 
Most work. They 
^cant go fo sc^ooly 
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Anyway^ fell Me about 
your life. Where did 
you grow up ? Wkaf 1 

did your faMily do? Wky 

did you leave and 
com£ fo +Ue at 
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/ / ^twk5 b om m a vi I la^e cal led ^ 
j^mIi. You've heard of a place called 

Ball &*\p\jr, v\ol My village if only 
-^ree hours by bus f tom +here,br 
*V\e Rewa river. 


still reAAeMber 

Wow, as cWldreA,we 

I used -to SWir\$ froAA 
1 -Hve bav\v<M trees ' 
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alMost RHed 4his baste* 
^ with flowers , 
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£37 Missed +foat sow 
'of a ot\e -eyed Mother/ 
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£vew the cursed 
4 W 0 M/ doesw'f want 
-fe> focfc/ 
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always choose fKe 
Most" inaccessible places 

{or their $eft I events. , 
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I tell you , Vabfa,i\o development 
can K appen Wert fill ffie roaA if 
an A good coMaumcations .set ap. 


I absolutely agree, fir. 


IFve very erfeteflce op 
people I i vi Kg in wck a 
primitive way iV a* 

obstacle far Modern! Z-in^ 

the country. /" " 
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Mo are they/ SoManyp ? 




They look like big 
Sarkar/ people fro/A 

ftallanpur... 
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Quick/ They looked like -they 
were going -fo our pacta, - bet's 

go ^ 


vir/i 
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... I am told that despite repeated warnings/ 
you people nave been cultivating land, grazing 
vour cattle/, taking Wood and hunting on forest 

be(or\as to the farkar. 


Which 



As you Musk b€/ 
well Aware/ the, 
govern went declared 
this Area a reserve 

forest several years 
ago. That means 
if belongs to the 
-forest" department. 

k a 
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An A whoever v&$ 

if in Any way 

Without poTAu^ion 1 

will be punisW/j 



, These hills and forests 
are our home/ We were all 
born here - our ancestors have 
lived here and after as our 
chi (dren •••*. 



No/ The time has come 
for all this nonsense to 
Stop. You people have to 
give up thinking of the 
forests a* your private 

roperty to use as you pleaS^j 



I don't understand this . 
What has this got to do with 
the Sa.rkar? And hoW is it 
posable to live without 
-farming or hunting 7 



f«h<b, This land is our 
am/x. ^he gives us food 

and shelter, She fate 
care of our needs- W£ 
worship the frees, the 
river, the hills- • •• 


Now listen/ h/o one expects you to 
live without food- But you Must 
realize that fi M6S have changed. 
You can't go on living the way 
your ancestor used to 




The $arkar is trying to 
do a lot of deve lop^enf 
work in this area. All of 
you can benefit from 
these Schemes/ provided 

you I earn to cooperate 
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^(vWy work or\ the 
vcca road fro/w Mlanpor 

ho MaJWa. \\a$ started . 
Vjb wi 1 1 pa$5 tkroigk kere . . . 


^phat Means rkere will be proper 
Me(xr\5 of transport avaikbl e — fo 

-H/vAf, little by little 7 ttiesejitagles eai 

be opewe^ up. Proper bouses, ever 
•factories can be built- Po you euer 
V vndeirstmd what a . K this Means ( 







Real ly ? 7V\ew don't juft fit 
tkere like a burxck cf idiot* , 
nodding y our beads'. fell /we 
wWaf it will Me aw l , 
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Voes it Mean we'/ 1 Wave 
t o op mwa/ {yom here 
ar\d live foMe w here ^ 
. e/*e ? ^ 





Wo,ybU fool/ WkAt it MQanf 

is -HaaT perkaps your son will 

get ar\ eotucAtfor ar\d acc\6\(t 
fow intelligence f ^ 



tker, Maybe ke caw ^et-^ 
4 job omA earn Morvey ir^teA^ 
(5f syenAxng hif life WAw^err^ 
arouAbl tue jungles (ike^ " 




You tkere/ Maybe you C( *n begin 
by learning to put or clothes like the 
r*$t of a*! ^ 
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Ar4 you te4( soMe of 

your tot if 

toy Mcm'f kr\ow/ how 

to cover tomseives,! 
WOw't /v\ir\A teacKinfl 


With My owr\ 

hands/ H» Hw ! 
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What's to 
Matter, Relku? Why 

are you crying ? * 


After that (Aci^e^t, Vishnu fctoi, 
/Vvflwy farkari people 5 tartM to 
coAAe +o our area - <*oing surveys 
Measuring fflnd, <W 50 ov\.»-. 


I • I 


TWe forest guards bea\Me /wore 
/wore strict They woo(<A stop 
us ever froM collecting fireu/ooA 
- fro/w to very forest wkw 

our deities spirits 1've^/ 
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We had to give giffe 
to -the wkedtr and 
other officers, of 
kill chicken when 
they caMe io the 

house — only then 
would they allow 
us to graze our 
cattle, collect grass 
■for 


While -the ikekedm, who had all sorts of papers 
and perMfts, were allowed to bring their labourers 
to cut down as Mary trees as they wished,!© 
"take away to the city. 



The forest guards were 

very friendly with them 
and they would com 
and go together fa 

^ their 



ABor soMe years, they 
coMpIefed the road that 
the rangewaab had 
told us about... 


It was like a big snake, 
froM whose belly eMerged 
the cmikws and W?/y 
of traders froM the bazar. 


Earlier, no fazm'a would 
have coMe into our fbnst 

&ven by Mistake. Bi/t the 

road changed that... 


They started by setting 
up SMall shops and 
businesses rear the 
road . . . 
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Ike'll [\otA£f ok tkat 

4i fAt. We did not 

know that our turn 
would also COM 


X see- but couldn't 
Y ov people kave 

gone to toe police/ 
or were toey a(?o/ 

<k part of it? | 
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TUe ba$to prob(eM,rangersaab, 

ir\ developing toe Jan\li area, 

is -toe atti -Me of fKe 
v adMsis toere.... 



ikey Wave. begun fo 
jet increasingly 
uncooperative and. 
resentful cf bvtoiders 
entering wkattkey 
Consider to be TftoIR 


just -five otker day, sewe cf My Men 
were roug k ed up by a gang of ad ivasis 
cUi/ning toat frees were being felled 
on village land. s ” ^ 
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let it pass--- 6»ut 
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you understand 
wkat Im. trying fo 



It 5 better 4o take 

Scwe strong oction 
now, before suck 
ideas star t to spread 
You know? £koW 

tkeM wko^ toe b oss. 


My boys were tolling Me 4t\at 

in Jawli Village itself/ a few 
of the Men kave been tal ki ng 
openly against toe thekedass. 
soMe of fke naMes Mentioned, 
were Anfriyo Singk and_^- 
^Bkvriyo Vas^va. 
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J X wkat you Mean...) 
A crackdown on 'the, k 

/wore, Voca.\ ones wifi serve 
as an effete e^a^ple 
■for ike rest 


Pont worry, Aggarw*! 
Your interests as 
a forest contractor 
will be token care 
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X/a Meeting toe 

police inspector 

3aMli tkana 

foMorrow--- I'll 
kave a vvofiAwjto 
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TRank you, ranker Saab/ 

TRe proMpfness un^ 

efficiency wiK\ wkick you 
kandle suck affairs kas 

f\<K<fo you soMetoir^ cf a 

[eqeitoary figure in \Wt6ty 
^ parto/^/ 


/^CoMe, coM,e, toe re s no Aeec^ far 
4ki? flattery, Helping toese backward 
beople to im prove toeMSelveS »S ^ct jus 

v a <toty for *e, 

V. personal Mission^ / W 
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X will never know when wny i 
tkey AwdeA to pick on us--- j 
perKaps because My fa+ker refused / 
^ ^ eowedl by the thekedar a*A 
f hi5 bullies .... or perhaps because our 
( Wd was very a poA I 
V +Ke river.... /ft®? 
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. ■ A*bl Rafhore, the big liV or Merchant 
Kadi kis eye on 'it. It was ke who got#y 
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working f»\ 4ke khet, 
ke coMes Kom£ 

drunk and beats 


We've reasoned wtfk 
kiM -I've, ever ket Him 
a couple <f H'Mes, but 
its no use. 
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Listed/ IV not kis Mother- in- (aw. 
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We Will not be able 
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Put away your 5'ickJe 

achW. We kave coMe-fo 
^We you a varwrv^ 
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Tki$ ^ruftkar<4 ewes 
RatUoreji eyW* -IkoosW 

rupees... he. wemts 
it baok, or else.... 
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$o sure 'Hwf t^ey were. 

R^tUore's yv\en! 
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Are you 5#yi^ 
Ra+Uores^b is resf^^si b(e 
for Wkat k^pp^e^i -fo 
your brofker last 
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Befw carefvf 
you 5<*y J You are Maki r\g 
alle^afiovas a 
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If, by chance, if 
turns out Id bo 
Urttvue, you'rfe goi ryj 

Id be in. big tr&uble. 


think about it. Vo 
you still want to Make 

a a>Mp(amt? 



I think the constable -tried to 
Warn My father about the. 

consequences of -trying fe -fickle 
Rathore, but My father felt that 
Ke had been dishonoured. AM, 
for our people, that is an 
intolerable thing. 
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gut why ms -Hie 
officer reluctant in 

noting down your 

coMplai nt ? / 



?oMaviyo, &l ku W Pevla have 
Already left with Pudhyakak* 
to take Maaru to the big 
hospital in ftallanpur. 
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Ok ^y, look 
1 Im up now 




That settles 

fke Matter -jken, 

Jn 5 peotorsaab. 
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fo the A CP, since you know 
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TKaty&y d\A Hour 
job , 06 m office-r of 

fT\e law/? Ha Ha / 
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Com in$ fVoM The hospital 
How 15 Maaru now 2 



TiV 5 i’r\g / 


Ak/ faMariyo/dku 
aita little PevlayV" 
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.'iftSFSVw 


pootawab says he's in a baA 
way an A fkey dont kave -fke 
A\e^icirve5 far Kim.- 


cfcT/ That's b<M 
news ... He was a 
gao^ bay - i\ever 

karM an ant etfen . 


Yes... and ftaba. has gone ta The 

police to coMplaiK against kiw. 



Its no use. I've told Antr yo 
Many tiMes not +0 get ow 

the wrong side of fee 
people. They Ve cjever and 


I don't know about right or wrong. 
All that I know 1*5 Tkat if we stay in 

their good books, we at lea^f have food 
in oar bellies. If we \ry b Meddle 

. With tke»n , . . . we're P £ A P / 




26 




3u£t look at wkat 
happed to Maaru 


Vr l s really A^triyok fault 

{or speaking against Hie 

eke Jar? aM others 
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No one knew; tow 


the fire started 


The. police We a 


report saying if 
was an accident. 


The whole village knew 
if w as done by Mtore 

but there w as no proof. 
Then uncle Maaru died 
Vin Ko5pi-h^l 


. . . And we, were 
forced fo give 
away ad our 
land in payMent 

for uncle's de by. 
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If was Ramore's word 
against our?. And . , 
he showed his 
accounts to -the. ) 
adtrikaris . 






X will never fbrgef 
that fiMe, V »shnu bkai . 

One. day, we were 
i happy cuHiwKnj 
our own I and ... 




'••living in a 
house My father 
and uncle* 
had built wrfh 
•fkeir own hand* 


Strange, isn't it? 
You've been working ? 

here for years, but ^ 
I'd never have known y- 
■foot you've been Ql 
fkroiyk so Much . 


5uf fell Me... 
Afaan/s debt 
couldn't have. 

been THAT to /( 




And ike next day 
we Were on The 
way to Lallan pur 
to work as 

landless labourers 


/ 


\ 




* 



With no wont/ 
or possesions 



The rest of My -family slid lives 
there. M* after I Married, m y 

husband found work in fke 

city, and l left wilt hi m.... 
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My life 15 like a river, Mother 

And on if I float away -fo The big ojfy 

I hear -the siren* of -fke factory father 

Calling,beckonin^,.. And leave ywr wor/tf 
-far behind... 








Part II : THE RIVER 
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/ I cme to Ike Mountains . Tigers / Jpw 

/ and bears were roaring. Ranikajal Ij III f 
. was crying /Now what do Mo? 7 !l mill 'If 
» 5ke called RatukaMai, s Dmr! 

r da/ar/ Our Mountain is changing. It Mi '// fj / / 

What should we do T 5d/d ^ Wilili lill ^ 

Rahu kaMai, ' We should go fo y/jpflfw 

^ m^«M 3 eftte wmmMt 
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So who went ? Ratu kaMai did . Went and caught 


the king's horse and look the path to Mala pur 


Reached and 


Said RatukaMai, v Our task is 


Malgu gayan sleeps 


for twelve years and snores 
for thirteen. He awoke 


big. Our Mountain is changing... 
Tigers and bears are roaring, 
v 5o I kav/e coMe to take you/ 

\Replied Atalgu gayan, '6o now. 

I will coMe after 
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with a start , 'Pada/ke 


l.,l 


Said. 'What brings you 
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✓''why is construction ok 
the rock- Pill dyke behind 
V schedule, Trivedi? 


I'll get theM to do double 

shifts in order to Make 
up for lost tiMe,sir... 


We 5koul<d^'t cut a sorry 
figure when -the inter' 
national aid agencyteaM 
Yi5 its u 5 next Month. 



The Minister will 
personally accoMpany 
this teaM . The next 
instalMent of the loan 
depends on their report 



What did Malga gayan 
do? He Made a letter 
with the dirt off his 
chest. Where did Malgu 
send the letter? To the 
house of Relukabadi ... 


The letter fell, 
on Relukabadis 
chest. . . . 


He picked it up 
and started 
reading... 




>»* i°» M 

^ sW 6 J 


to the far corners 

of the world , and 
people everywhere 

1 awaken to its 
[sweet music ... 


Find Me the 
wood of a 
great teak Tree, 
and Make Me 

a rangai 


There is a faMine 
of wood, so I have 
sent you this 
letter. 60, Relo 
kabadi ,dof 
















